
we never turn a needy child  away

Father Ray Foundation 
Newsletter

PARALYMPIC MEDAL WINNERS

Written by Derek Franklin

In 2001 when I first arrived to volunteer here, I was told I had to teach English. Four classes each morning, teaching basic 
English to the Electronic Repair course students at the Vocational School for People with Disabilities. 

There were around ten to fifteen students in each class, all male, except one 
female. I soon discovered that this young lady was a bit special, especially 
when it came to disability sports, something I had never seen before. 

After contracting polio at a very early age she became a wheelchair user, 
but this never held her back. Apart from being the only female electronics 
student, she was also a sports fanatic, representing not only the school 
at competitions, but also selected to represent Thailand at the Asian and 
South East Asian Games. She was a wheelchair sprinter as well as South 
East Asian powerlifting champion.

When she graduated, she presented me with one of her medals, her way of 
saying thank you for being her teacher. I refused to accept it, but she said 
she wanted me to have it, she has nothing else to give me. Every now and again I would see her around Pattaya, she married 
another former student, opened an Electronic repair shop and became the World No.1 wheelchair badminton player. 

Almost two decades after she graduated, I watched on television as 
she won a bronze medal at the recent Tokyo Paralympics, competing 
in the doubles wheelchair badminton, we're all very proud. 

VACCINATION TIME

Vaccinations started in May, and I joined six hundred, mostly 
people with disabilities, who received our first injection. There were 

questions as to why foreigners were receiving the 
vaccine before a Thai person, but we explained 
that as we work with children and people with 
disabilities we need to be vaccinated.

Two weeks later we received the second dose 
and in early October a booster dose. Millions 
across the country have now been vaccinated 
and schools are injecting as many students as 
they can before the decision is made to allow 
schools to reopen: it will be so good for our 
children and students to get back to normal. 
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Months after we were vaccinated, we were also tested for the virus, 
all of us, including the very small children. We stood in line and I 
noticed that the little girls who were standing in front of me, one by 
one all ended up behind me, they were a bit nervous and wanted to 
see what was going to happen to me before it was their turn. 

I sat in the chair and the nurse swabbed my nose, pushing the swab 
so deep I thought she would  touch my brain. But as she took the 
swab out, she tickled my nose which made me smile and all the 
little girls, seeing that I was smiling and not crying felt safe enough 
to be swabbed. 

Thankfully all of us tested negative, none of our children or staff 
had the virus.

Throughout the year the children have received regular health 
checks. They have not been anywhere, they have been stuck at the 
Village since April, but we just want to be sure that they are in good 
health. 

HEALTH CHECKS

RETURNING HERO

My  former student was not the only former student to be competing in 
Tokyo, several others joined her, including one young man, Jay, who was 
overshadowed by his more experienced and well-known country men,  
but who went on to win two bronze medals. 

For winning a medal, no matter what colour, the Thai government gives a 
cash prize, as most countries do. A gold medal winner receives 7.2 million 
Baht, the prize for a silver medal is 4.8 million Baht and our students who 
won bronze, will receive 3,000,000 Baht for each medal they have. 

That is a huge amount of money, the equivalent of twenty-five years of an 
average salary, but well deserved for all the hard work and dedication and 
it brings Thailand a lot of glory.

There have been studies which have shown that bronze medal winners are usually a lot happier than those who 
win silver. When Jay crossed the line in third place, he looked a lot 
happier than his fellow-countryman who came second and won the 
silver medal.

On returning to Thailand, Jay went back to his home town, where 
he was paraded through the streets, a returning hero. He ‘only’ won 
bronze, he does look happy, doesn’t he?

The Technological College, which used to be known as the 
Vocational School, is well known throughout the country, not only 
for its academic successes, but also for the tradition of producing 
excellent sportsmen and women. 

One of my favourite days of the whole year is the sports days at the 
College. You can see how nervous most of the students are before the start of a race, for many it may be the first time 
they have entered any sporting competition, and now they are expected to run, hop or wheel themselves towards the 
finish line, with several hundred fellow students and staff watching and cheering.

They may not even win the race, but what it gives them is confidence, a sense of achievement, of being part of a team 
and of knowing that they are supported. 
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STILL HAVEN’T MET THEIR TEACHER

During the past year and a half since the pandemic arrived in Thailand, the 
children at the Children’s Village have been away from school more than 
they have attended; this year they have attended school for just 9 weeks.

They are supposed to study online every day. Some schools are stricter than 
others, and for our children who have won scholarships to a private school, 
well, they are sat in front of a computer for at least 6 hours each day.

We have three young girls who have joined Grade 1, and an older boy and 
girl who have joined the school in Grade 2. The three young girls in Grade 
1 are learning English, Chinese and Japanese, and yet they have never met 
their teacher in person, never visited their classroom or even met any of their 
classmates. 

Our Day Care Center has closed; most of the children have left 
Pattaya, returning to their family provinces. However there are 
still a few left in town, and trying to get two year old toddlers 
to sit still, pay attention and learn online was never going to be 
easy. 

The Day Care Center staff travel up to the Village each morning 
and teach our children who don’t have the privilege of attending 
a private school, we don’t want them to fall behind in their 
studies. Even though October is the school holiday, they are 
having classes each day, whether they like it or not. 

One good thing about this pandemic, and the children being at home all day, is the 
food that is being grown. Every day I see something new, whether it is a new fruit 
tree being planted, a row of vegetables being sowed and what really surprises me 
is how fast everything is growing. Admittedly we have had more rain during the 
past couple of months than I have ever seen, and while parts of the city have been 
underwater and people have been catching fish in the streets, it has done wonders 
for the farm.

I was at the Village recently, Saturday morning and we were preparing for our 
monthly big Family Meal, when the children cook and we all eat together. It is the 
same menu every time, spicy som tam papaya salad, with sticky rice and fried 
chicken. I watched as the children carried 
a long bamboo stick, and with a large 
knife attached to the end they cut several 

organic papayas from one of the trees. Meanwhile, another team were in another 
part of the garden, collecting small, and very hot chillies from the bushes. When 
they were needed, the younger boys collected spring onions from the back of their 
house, washing and cleaning then before chopping them up. 

The farming is hard work, but you can imagine it is also a lot of fun. The boys 
recently chopped down a very tall coconut tree, which needed cutting, and they 
chopped and chopped, but unfortunately the tree, which was full of coconuts, fell 
the wrong way and into the fish pond. 

There was only one thing to do, get undressed, jump into the water, dive for the 
coconuts and have some fun. I arrived just as they had collected most of the 
coconuts, and received a large cup of fresh coconut water and half a nut to chew 
on, both were delicious, and as you can see, the coconuts also make good hats!  

DELICIOUS ORGANIC FRUIT & VEG
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

A SAD SIGHT TO SEE
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While we have come out of another lockdown, the situation here in Pattaya remains difficult for many locals. People 
sit in long lines, in the baking sun and the rain for hours each day, social distanced from each other, just for a free 
meal. 

Sometimes there are too many people and not enough food, very sad to see the disappointment on their faces and 
many are with children as the schools remain closed.  There is still a lot of uncertainty as to what the future holds.  
Pattaya will reopen, it has to, but it will never be the same and it may take many years to recover.

WORK PLACEMENT

As Pattaya starts to open up and hotels are accepting 
guests, many are finding that they do not have enough 
staff. 

One local five star hotel asked if our teenagers would 
like to work at the hotel for a few days, and earn some 
pocket money. They jumped at the chance, and we 
have our boys and girls helping on the front desk, 
portering, working alongside the chefs in the kitchen, 
serving meals in the dining room and helping to set up 
the buffets.

After so many months stuck at the Village, they are 
loving it. It is a great experience for them and we are 
hoping that this will give them some influence on what 
they want to do once they leave school.

We are not sure what Chrismas will be like this year, but whatever happens we 
will celebrate, and after everything that has 
happened, everything that our children and 
students have been through  we will make 
sure that this year will be a Christmas and 
New Year to remember. We can only hope 
that 2022 will be better than this year,

Finally, I would like to thank all of you for 
your continued support. 

On behalf of our children and students, 
thank you all for what you do. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous 2022.


