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THANK YOU
I want to start by thanking everyone who responded to our
recent Emergency Appeal. We have launched appeals in
the past, but nothing like this recent one.
Each December we make our annual SOS Rice Appeal. In
2013 we launched an appeal and you helped construct the
Father Ray School for Children with Special Needs.
Over the years we have made small appeals for different
things, but this recent emergency appeal was different.
In 2019 the strong Baht, the local currency, meant that the
funds we receive from abroad were reduced, so we were
already struggling.
Then the Covid-19 Coronavirus arrived and started to
affect life here in Pattaya;
we very quickly found
ourselves in trouble.
All of sudden hotels, bars,
restaurants,
nightclubs
and all entertainment
venues were ordered shut,
no one came to donate, no
one arrived with donations
of food. People stopped coming to our office and we could
not go to collect our donation boxes as all hotels and shops
were closed and we were running out of cash.
We needed to do something, quickly.
It took a few days to put the appeal together, then I stood
for a long time thinking, shall we press the Enter key on the
computer and send off all the appeals? Eventually we did
and off it went.
The morning after the launch of the appeal I came into work
to find many emails. I thought my account had been hacked,
but they were from people pledging money. For the first few
days we were in the office from seven in the morning until

the security guard ordered us
out at 9:45pm; there was, and
still is a nightly curfew, anyone
found outside after 10pm
would be thrown in jail!
Then I started to get phone
calls, people telling me they
had money and they wanted
to go shopping. One bar in
Pattaya arrived with a truckload
of fresh fruit, cars turned up full
of food and I lost count of the times I went shopping. The
managers of the Village and I would meet the donor at the
big food cash and carry and fill trolley after trolley.
I was very impressed with my colleagues, they knew exactly
what they needed and what the children needed. Not only
did they buy food, but also toiletries, soap, shampoo and
toothpaste.
One of the very big restaurant chains here in Thailand heard
about our appeal and turned up several times with huge
amounts of fresh green vegetables and blocks of frozen
squid; never have I seen so much squid!
All the fresh fruit, the vegetables, the fresh meat and the fish
and squid was driven straight up to the Children’s Village.
One Saturday afternoon staff from a local restaurant arrived
with hundreds of kilos of mangoes, then the following day
two truckloads of durian arrived at the office; the durians
were taken to the Village straight away, but the smell
remained in the office for days!
The dry food, such as rice, sauces, dry noodles, canned
fish, they are in our central purchasing department and will
be used to feed all our children in all our projects. When
our schools reopen in July, we have to make sure there is
enough food to feed the children.

we never turn a needy child away

MOTHERS ON LOCKDOWN
At the Father Ray Children’s Village there are 160 children on
lockdown. 160 children aged from 3 to 23 and who have not
been allowed out for almost three months. The house mothers
and fathers are also on lockdown, they are with their children
24 hours a day, they have not asked for a day off and they
have also taken a 20% pay cut. But we still need to pay them.
If we have no staff, no house mothers, no cooks, then we have
no Children’s Village.
Children need us, they need a safe place to live, a safe place
where they can rest their head each night and they need our
cook to cook for them.
Most of our children have no family, we are their family and so
we must do all we can for them.
In house number four, eight boys and girls are looked after by
one mother, helped by one of our teenage girls. She’s not their
real mother, not their natural mother, but to the children, to
the two little boys and six young girls, she is the only mother
they have known and that’s what they call her, mother. When
they are sick it is their mother they go to, when they have an
accident they go to her. When they are naughty they may try
and hide from her, but she’ll find them and they will accept her
discipline.
I love being at the Village, but the two houses which I really
like to visit are numbers 6 and 7. Eight young boys in number
6 and seven boys next door and you can usually hear them
long before you get to the houses.
They play together, laugh together, fight each other, go in
search of trees to climb, play soccer and take care of each
other.
Most are too young to remember their own mothers; the only
mothers they know are our staff.
I have a huge amount of respect and admiration for our
mothers. As much as I like to visit, at the end of the day I say
goodbye and leave, I don’t have to deal with any problems the
children have.
Imagine if these mothers were not here, what would happen
to our children? You can see their faces, you can see how
happy they are.
This is why we need your help. I am so grateful for your
support to our recent appeal but our struggle continues. We
need your help to make sure we can continue our work, so we
can pay our staff, give them what they deserve.
We know that many of you tried to make a donation, but
unfortunately it never went through.
We hope the problems with Paypal have all
been sorted.
Please try again, we would very much
appreciate it.

www.fr-ray.org/donate

WE NEED TO BE READY
The appeal saw our children eating well, and we do
have a larger store of dry food than a few months ago,
but we also wanted to raise as much cash as possible
to help pay our staff their salaries.

All our schools closed for the summer holidays earlier
than usual, we sent all our students home. Most of the
children attending the Father Ray School for Children
with Special Needs live locally, but the blind children
and the young adults with disabilities attending our
college come from all over the country. We are thankful
that they all managed to get home safely.
July the 1st is the planned date to reopen schools, but
no one can be 100% sure they will open. If the numbers
of new cases of the corona virus increases here in
Thailand then it may be too dangerous to open.
But when the blind children do return to Pattaya, when
the children with special needs and the young adults
with disabilities also return, we need to know that we
will have enough of the basics to feed them.
The blind students and the young adults with disabilities,
they do not go home at the end of each school day, the
live with us and we have to provide them with three
meals a day.

The children with special needs may go home at the
end of the day, but we have to give them lunch; we
can’t expect them to go all day without food.
When each toddler arrives
at the Father Ray Day Care
Center each morning, the first
thing that happens is they
are provided with breakfast,
many won’t have had food at
home.
Just because our schools
are closed does not mean the
teachers have an extra-long holiday. They are in work
every day, preparing for the new school year, cleaning
classrooms and trying to raise money. All our teachers
have taken a 20% pay cut, that is a lot of money not to
have each month.
But without teachers we cannot open our schools.
If there are no teachers at
the School for the Blind, then
who will teach the children to
read and write Braille?
Who will teach them to use
a white cane so they can
go down to road to the local
7-11?
If we have no teachers, then
who will give our autistic and
special needs children the
appropriate education they need?
If we have no staff at the Day Care Center who will
take care of the two and three year olds, who will care
for them while their parents are at work?

THE LONGEST GRADUATION
Each
year
the
toddlers
graduating from the Father Ray
Day Care Center arrive together
to receive their graduating
certificates. This year, due to the
current Covid-19 Coronavirus,
the students arrived at twenty
minute intervals, meaning the
ceremony from start to finish
took more than eight hours.

For that money they receive three sets of uniforms,
breakfast, lunch, snacks, a monthly visit by a nurse
and a basic education, which includes English, music
and cooking.

Not only did the children
receive their graduating certificates, but they also
received a tin of money. Each morning on arriving at
the Center, the children must pay a fee of twenty Baht.

The family of one little girl paid 100 Baht each day, they
used it as a savings plan, and they picked up a total
of 21,415 Baht, much needed now that the parents are
out of work.

Once they graduate and are due to attend a government
school, the parents have to buy new uniforms, which
for a poor family can be expensive. So the Center
returns a percentage of the fees they have paid, and
during these worrying times the cash was gratefully
received.

we never turn a needy child away

HAPPY NEW YEAR
The Thai New Year festival of Songkran fell on the 13th – 15th April, but this
year there were no celebrations, no water fights, no visits to the local temple,
everything was cancelled and closed.
For those three days our teachers went and
bought food with their own money, cooked it,
packed it and then gave it away, to anyone
who needed to be fed. People who had lost
their jobs and were trying to feed a family
came, and took away two, three or even more
packs, enough to feed their family.
Our teachers handed out three hundred packs
of food each day over the Songkran holiday.
All over Thailand there are long lines of
people waiting for food. I go out early to do my exercises, just after the curfew
ends and even at 4.30 in the morning the lines are already long. Hundreds of
people, young and old, and there are even a few foreigners in the line.
But the saddest thing is seeing the
children. Some as young as five or six,
sleeping on the street to keep their
family’s place in the line.
This was happening all over the country, not just here in Pattaya.
The government is helping those who have lost jobs, proper jobs, jobs where
they pay tax and social security. But for bar workers, motorbike taxi drivers,
delivery men and women, there is no such help and everyone needs to eat.

WE BUILT THE HOUSES; THE REST IS UP TO THEM
The older boys moved into their new home in December, as we told you in the last
newsletter, and the new girl’s home was finally ready in March.
We built them a new home, so we decided the rest is up to them. While their new
houses are beautifully built, we never had any money for the landscaping, so they
are spending their extra long holidays working hard. It is very hot, but it is their
home, so why should we pay someone to plant trees?
First they dug holes to save water. Then
they planted vegetables behind the houses
and the girls made steps as their house is
quite high. Around the sports pitch they
have planted tiny bamboo trees, chosen as
they will grow fast and big, giving plenty
of shade. But most of the trees they are
planting are fruit trees, or
plants like aloe vera which can be used to treat sun
burn.
Still a long way to go, but it will be beautiful once
it is finished, and they will take pride in what they
have done.

THIS IS THE FOOD FOR
ONE MEAL AT THE
FATHER RAY CHILDREN’S VILLAGE
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