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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
King of Thailand

1927 —

It was the newghatwe allknew would
comeone day, but when it did arrive it
was ashockto eveyone

At seven o’clock on the evening of &
Thursday 13th Octobe it was an-
nouncedthat His Majedy King Bhu-
mibad Adulyadej, King of Thailard, the
world's longest reigring monach and
theonly moraerchto bebornintheUnit- =
ed Sates had died

Althougha constitutional monach, one
with limited power, His Majedy was,
during his seventy yearsas soveeign,
not only a symbolic leader but he was alsoa teacler, a
leacer andalsoa protector;for the majority of the Thai
populationtheyhave only ever known one monaich.

HisMajedy was notonly knownasthe King of Thailand,
he was the Fatherof the Nation, and his birthday on the
5th of Decembers alsocelebrateds Fathers Day. It has
yetto bedecidedwhatthis day will becaneoncethe new
king is on the throne, but for this yearit will remainas
Fathers Day.

-'ﬁ As soonastheannouncemen
'~ wasmadeall barsclosal their
4, doors, all nightclubs stayed

shut and concets and spat-
ing events were cancelledor
thirty days.

The children and students at
eachof our projects no mat

- ter their age or ability, paid
r&pecn n front of a portrait of the King, which appeaed
almostas s@n athe rews was announced.

2016

The governmentannouncedhat there
would a mourning period of oneyear
and most people are either weaing
black clothes or weaing dark colours
with a black ibbon attached.

Seveal colleagues traveled up to
Banglok as soon as the news was an-
nounced, arriving just after midnight
and they dept on the pavementso that
they could witness the final journey of
His Majesy whenhewas movedfrom
the hospital tothe GrandPalace.

(Lol As a foreigner living here for many
yearS|t is aunique experenceto be here at atime when
my colleaguesnd thosein our cae are grieving for their
loss.

On the moming passs
following the sad ’
newsl wentdown
to the local su-
pemarket to buy
some fruit and to
seethe sadresson
thefacesf myfe-
low shopperswas B -
ashock Peoplewere speakng qwetly, whispeiing to each
otherandit took a few daysbeforemary people could
accepwhat had hapgned

It will takemorethanayearbefore thefuneral for the late
king will take place.In the certer of Bandgkok a Royal
Crematoium will be built and whenthe augpicious day
is anrourcedthe peopleof Thailard will say farewell to
their belovedking.

www.fr-ray.org/donate



It’s what we do

Looking back over past copies of our newsletter
like to think that we keep you our supporters up
date with what is going on here in Pattaya.

We tell of events taking place at the Children’s Ho
and Children’s Village, stories from the Vocationa
School and the School for the Blind and the bigge
story from this past year was, apart from the pass
of His Majesty, when Her Royal Highness Prince
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn paid a visit and presided o
the opening ceremony of the brand new Father R
Center for Children with Special Needs. vocational school here in Pattaya who had traveled up to
WKH RI{FHV RI %0% LQ WKH FDSLWI
Now, all these projects, the old ones and the new onglseelchairs and dragged themselves up the steps-to prc
have over the years helped many many children agsk, all in view of the national and international media.
young adults. And it was the RF who pressured the BMA to treat all its
passengers as equals.
But there is a project here at the Father Ray Foun
dation that, while many do not know about it, harhere is a law here in Thailand that states that every
changed not just the lives of many living with a disgompany employing 100 staff must employ at least one
bility, it has also changed Thai society. SHUVRQ ZLWK D GLVDELOLW\ RU
at RF who, together with leaders of disability organi
The Redemptorist Foundation for People with Disabgations in Bangkok, pressured the government to bring
ities, or RF as we all call it, was founded in 2000 withis into law.
the aim of promoting the abilities of people with-dis

DELOLWLHV ol 0]

for equal rights, no!&
matter the ability of § W

the person.

Here are a few ex 4 =
amples of what the

have done.

A few years back the
Supreme Court an
nounced that ever
Skytrain station
in Bangkok must
have an elevator in
stalled. This was
after the Bangkok

The Job Placement Agency for People with Disabili
WLHY QRW RQO\ ¢QGV HPSOR\PHC
from the vocational school, it will help anyone who is
GLVDEOHG DQG QHHGV WR ¢QG Z

The RF invited well known companies to rent space to
open call centers and employ people with disabilities.
Soif you are ever in Pattaya and need to call Powerbuy,
AIS Telecommunications or AXA Life Insurance, the
person who answers it will most probably be sitting in
a wheelchair here in Pattaya.

When Powerbuy, Thailand’s largest electrical retailer,
opened a branch in Pattaya it also opened a repair shoy
and all the workers are living with a disability, and they
all just happen to be our former students.

Metropolitan Administration, the company who ruRF also set up a nationwide call center to offer advice
the Skytrain, said that there was no need to build lifts people with disabilities. Call 1479, Monday to-Fri
for people with disabilities as people with disabilitiegay, 8am-8pm, from anywhere in Thailand and some
don’t travel on public transport; which was true, mamne with a disability will be able to offer help, no mat
didn’t use public transport because they couldn’t get how near or how far away.

to the stations or the platforms, BECAUSE THERE

WAS NO LIFT!

The number 1479 comes from the amount of kilom
HWHUV WZHQW\ ¢YH VWXGHQWYV

It was the RF who took the Bangkok Metropolitawheeled themselves in 2011 from Pattaya to Bangkok
Administration to court. It was the students from thend then up to Nong Khai all to raise awareness of the

e everanrna I_l%l;-'d"u drnllal oayj,



Graduation
abilities of people with disabilities.

As we come to the end of another year | am sure you
Almost every week there are seminars and conferewdl join me in saying congratulations to a few special
es taking place here in Pattaya, all organised by RF, ahidren and students.
which are advising, supporting and empowering peo v ]'

with disabilities. They come to attend from all over The
land, from the far north to the deep south.

The RF also hosts visitors from neighbouring ASEA
countries, who arrive to gain new knowledge, taking tt
knowledge back home to Myanmar, Vietham, Laos a
Cambodia and changing the lives of people in those-cofg
tries.

RF has also fought for access on public transport. Toc
and every day, there are trains with carriages adaptecks
people with a disability leaving Bangkok for the norigs
east, the north and the south of the country, thanks togss

pressure of the people working at RF. OLVV *LN ¢QDOO\ JUDGXDWHG IUR

. . .., of Nursing and now proudly stands alongside her twin
Most piers along the Chao Praya River in the capital, %ri%{?ar who graduated last year.

also on the canals of Bangkok now have easy access fo

people with dis_abilities; Quejs who put pressure on figy, girls decided to become nurses after being inspired
powers that be in the capital’ by the Thai Red Cross nurses who took care of them

_ when they were young and their mother was unable to.
For more than a decade the RF has been asking for a bridge

to be built over the main highway outside our main-CoRje|| done Gik and | know that any patient who is feeling
plex here in Pattaya. A bridge that will have an elevator @Rwell will be lucky to have you as their nurse.
both sides, with easy access for people with disabilities.

Following demonstrations by the students, representatis
from successive local and national governments have
ited the site and promised the bridge will be built, all
front of the national media.

Congratulations also to the eight students from the-Voca
tional School for People with Disabilities who spent two

years studying English. They all now have jobs where
they are using their new language skills.

In September RF received a message that all plans-to con

struct a bridge across Sukhumvit Road with access idr \RX KDG DV NHG W K HP WZR \HD
people with disabilities have been cancelled: it will not B the school, what job would they like to do | doubt any
built now or in the future. of them could even dream about having a job and now

they have one, they're earning their own rice and living
fely independent life; isn’t it amazing how someone’s life
can change in just two short years?

I've been working here long enough to know that t
bridge will one day be built.

www.fr-ray.org/donate



Horsing around

The annual Able the Disabled Hors@his year however, none of the-te
Competition took place at the end oévision channels here in Thaila
November

wm ¢ YH
@3 dren

¥ part, alarge

majority of

]the Father

"'u.‘

- “Yfor cChil
dren with

Needs.

This is one

of the highlights of the year, not jusers.
for me to watch, but also for the par
ents as they watch their child ride &nother former student received |g

horse, and
not only
to ride the
horse but
to perform
activities
while rid-
ing and
everyone
received a
big rosette
at the end.

National heroes

During the summer we were all hop
ing to watch the Paralympic Game
which took place in Rio de Janeiro.

Four years ago when they were hel
in London we were all glued to out

television sets as we watched several
former students compete.

[OCHTCOCTRUITITIN CCUYICH UL LRI TD

and more than twentghowed any live coverage and it w.
FKEIO ¢, FXOW WR HYHQ
took was showing the highlights.

who attend the games, including seven form

Ray Center for People with Disabilities.

Special young man who won two gold mec

Merry Christmas

On behalf of everyone here at
Father Ray Foundation | wou
like to wish you all a very Merr
) Christmas and a Happy, Healt
and Prosperous New Year.

I would also like to thank you fa
the continued support that you gi
to the children and students in @
care.

Forty nine Thai athletes took part

students from our Vocational Scho

Sometimes | wonder if you, o
supporters, really know just ho
much your support changes t
lives of our children. It really doe
more than you will ever kno
Thank you.

Congratulations must go to o

als in the individual and team Bocc
competition; a game similar to bow
and usually played by wheelchair u

Many areas of Thailand have be
suffering with drought, a lack d
water which has led to bad ri
harvests. This has meant t
there is a shortage of rice bei
produced, therefore the price
risen and what rice that is avall
ble is not as good a quality as in
past.

bronze medal which he won aftg
coming third in the 1500m whee
chair race.

Our appeal to you this month is
help us buy enough rice to feed ¢
children and students.

One large sack of rice costs €4
£35, $49 or 1715 Baht. Thank yo

. Father Ray Foundation
440 Moo 9, Sukhumvit Road,

Km 145, Nongprue, Banglamung,
y Chonburi 20260, Thailand

| used to teach English to this youn(\i}eI . +66-38-716628 , 428717
man and | was always surpris¢ obile : +66 91 717 9089
watching him push himself arour
the classroom as his arms were vefy X +66-38-716629

skinny and weak, and now look al“f°@f’ ray.org www.fr-ray.org
him, winning medals at the Paralym

pic Games! i Bank Account: Bangkok Bank Ltd.

1. Banglamung Chonburi Branch
Just goes to show that nothing vaCurrent Account: 342-3-04125-4

~ stop our students doing what they Seacon Square Bangkok Branch

want to do. : Current Account: 232-3-02275-2
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